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from their ship, which they could do without, for the pieces of
gold which those savages gave them. And a great sum of gold
having been secured in this manner, they returned to Spain,
and they made known especially in those ports of Andalucia this
which they had found, and they tested the gold, which they had
brought, and they found it to be pure. This having become
known, some persons of those ports equipped a caravel and
themselves ventured to go on that voyage. These men likewise
came back with much gold, which they had exchanged for old
clothes and for old brass and for copper. The report of this was
spread so widely through those ports of Andalucia that all were
keen to go to that land; and it happened that from one voyage
ten thousand pesos of gold were derived, each peso whereof was
worth two florins of Aragon, and, above all, he who carried out
very great shells of the sea demanded twenty or thirty pesos of
that gold for each shell; and all who were able to secure them
embarked a quantity of those shells; these shells were obtained
in the ports of the islands of Canaria, and one shell, which used
to be regarded as useless, came for that reason in the city of
Sevilla and in those ports of Andalucia to be worth twenty reals
of plate, on account of the great demand which existed for them
in order to carry them to that land.
This having been known by the king and queen, and seeing
the profit which was to be had in that business, they took a hand
therein; and they commanded that no one was to go to those
parts without their licence, so that they might receive the fifth
part of that obtained there, which pertained to them, as to the
lords of the land, A great customs revenue accrued from this
source to their exchequer. The people who went to those parts
selected small ships and caravels, because there were certain
inlets through which they had to enter into that land. What
they carried, and the peoples of those parts demanded, were old
and threadbare clothes, which they lacked, and copper mortars,
brass candlesticks, and brass manillas; and, above all, they
carried a quantity of those shells, which were in much demand
there. It was said that they were precious, because in those
districts many thunderbolts fell from the sky, and those savages
believed that any man whatever, who carried one of those shells,